The Company of Merchant Adventurers of the City of York
in partnership with NYBEP
presents

THE MERCHANT ADVENTURERS CHALLENGE 2018
A Business and Enterprise Activity

‘Building Skills for Your Future’
Can your students come up with an idea that could make money?

“I’ve learnt how to be part of a team and work in a business.”

© NYBEP Ltd 2017

Primary Schools are invited to take part in

The Merchant Adventurers Challenge
Background
The Company of Merchant Adventurers of the City of York
The York Merchant Adventurers Company is a guild founded in medieval times, over 650 years
ago. It is probably most familiar to citizens and visitors alike through its magnificent medieval hall
in Fossgate. Unlike other guilds which are associated with specific crafts or trades, it is the pursuit
and promotion of enterprise and what is now known as “entrepreneurship” which has always
characterised a Merchant Adventurer.
The Company has a long and proud history of fostering enterprise in the city and in the
surrounding areas, and our members believe strongly that one of our present-day roles should be
to encourage and assist students at school to experience a taste of business and entrepreneurship
as part of their learning experience. York’s future prosperity will hinge upon young and energetic
entrepreneurs and innovative businessmen and women.
Why are the Merchant Adventurers supporting enterprise in Primary Schools?
We believe that enterprise education should be available for all young people, helping them to
explore and develop additional skills which will provide them with the maximum options for their
future life and career, to the ultimate benefit of the local and regional economy.

Introduction
The Company of Merchant Adventurers of the City of York in partnership with NYBEP would like to
invite Primary schools to take part in The Merchant Adventurers Challenge, a FREE business and
enterprise challenge aimed at providing young people with an opportunity to explore and develop
their enterprise skills such as team work, creativity, financial awareness, problem solving, and
many more…
Teams with the best idea from each school will be invited to a final to be held in July at The
Merchant Adventurers’ Hall to share their business ideas with the judges, members of the York
Merchant Adventurers.
Business Support
Throughout the challenge your school will be offered support from us, either from visiting you in
school or through on-line support.

The Challenge
Primary schools are invited to come up with a product, prototype or service that
could help or benefit the local community and which can be sold and can make a
profit.
Schools may wish to consider one of the following, or some other enterprising initiative:
•
•

•
•
•

Products to improve quality of life of elderly, infirm, disadvantaged, etc.
Greener Schools
o Recycling and waste management
o Green spaces
o Pollution
Obesity /Fitness and Exercise/Sport
Fashion
A new service for the community

The challenge aims to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop finance skills, including money management skills
Ignite the next generation of future entrepreneurs
Provide a fantastic team building opportunity
Improve writing and communication skills
Inspire students to use their creativity
Link to the “working world”
Provide a choice of themes and perhaps link to schemes already undertaken in schools e.g.
Eco Schools

The Challenge will be delivered in three stages:
Stage One - January – April 2018
Your school is invited to book a half-day enterprise session, delivered by NYBEP and supported by
The York Merchant Adventurers. This session will provide an opportunity for your students to
create and present their initial ideas.
The session will include a short talk from a business person (member of the York Merchant
Adventurers) this talk will focus on enterprise skills and how these are used in the world of work.
From this session, the best idea created will be invited to continue to develop their
product/service. A small start-up fund will be provided to the school to support the development
of the best idea.
Stage Two - April – June 2018
Schools will be linked with a Business Advisor who will provide support for the school with the
development of the idea and who will advise on how to use the start-up fund to grow students’
idea and achieve a profit during this period.
Stage Three - July 2018
Schools are invited to present their new idea at the Final, to take place in July at the Merchant
Adventurers Hall.
“I think the best and scariest part of the challenge was ‘pitching’ but once we had done it, we actually
enjoyed it”
Interested in taking part what next?
If you are interested in registering your school to take part please email us any suggested dates,
number of students and their ages to events@nybep.org.uk

